
   

What Langtree’s agents said: 
 

 

FACT: 

“Leisure has never been an option for the site” Not true. Tameside’s former Unitary 
Development Plan identified the site as being 
suitable for possible leisure uses: 
  

“E2 Development Opportunity Areas  
(11) Edward Street / Howard Lane / Amelia 

Street / Hyde Road, Denton 
(employment, leisure, retail)” 

 

Ref:  http://www.tameside.gov.uk/udp 
 

“Langtree was never responsible for providing 
the Link Road” 

Incorrect.  The original 2004 planning application 
was for:  

 

“Demolition of existing buildings and 
redevelopment for Retail Use (A1 non-food), 

Garden Centre, Pub/Restaurant (A3/A4), 
Light/General Industrial and Warehouse (B1, B2 

and B8), Residential (C3), New Link Road, Car 
Parking, Landscaping and Associated Works” 

 

Planning Application Reference: 04/01274/OUT 
 

The Planning Committee report for the amended 
2008 planning application explains further: 
 
“Access to the site is off a 'Link Road' approved 

under the outline application  
(Ref 04/01274/OUT). This road will follow the 

line of Howard Lane south of the M67, having a 
junction with Ashton Road and linking onto 

Hyde Road via Edward Street. There will be no 
vehicular access to the site from any of the 

residential streets to the south.” 
 
Planning Application Reference: 08/00430/REM 
 

Ref: 
http://plandocs.tameside.gov.uk/anitepublicdocs/00110168.pdf 
 

And in the 2013 renewal of planning permission, 
and approval of Traffic Regulation Orders: 

 
“The proposal also involves a 'link road' running 

from Ashton Road, south of the M67, to Hyde 
Road via a junction with Edward Street” 

 
Planning Application Reference: 13/00340/OUT  
 

Ref: 
http://plandocs.tameside.gov.uk/anitepublicdocs/00184680.pdf 
 

“Langtree doesn’t own the land for the link 
road” 

Partially true.  The land immediately fronting 
onto Ashton Road, including the old Co-op 
building, is not in Langtree’s ownership.   
  



Langtree was not able to buy the land and so 
asked Tameside Council to apply for Compulsory 
Purchase Order powers to acquire the land.  
Tameside Council have done this and 
successfully secured the powers last year after a 
planning inquiry.   
 

Tameside Council are still waiting for Langtree 
to ask them to use the CPO powers, which will 
also require Langtree to reimburse the Council 
for the costs.  
 

“Tameside Council are responsible for the old 
Co-op building on Ashton Road” 

Not true.  Tameside Council have the power to 
compulsorily purchase the building on behalf of 
Langtree.  They have not yet been asked to do 
so, and the building remains in private 
ownership. 
 

Since being granted CPO powers, the old Co-op 
building (whether through theft or deliberately) 
has been stripped bare.  Tameside Council are in 
the process of taking enforcement action 
against the private owner to make the building 
safe and secure again. 
  

“Traffic at Crown Point junction is not at 
capacity” 

Incorrect.  Part of the reason for the Link Road 
requirement was because the Highways Agency 
and the Council both had concerns that 
development on the Oldham Batteries site could 
cause further problems at Crown Point junction, 
which is already at capacity in peak hours: 
  

 

“In view of concern by the Highways Agency 
about possible impact on the operation of the 

trunk road network, any proposal for 
development in this area which is likely to lead 

to a material increase in the volume or 
character of traffic in the M67 corridor will need 
to be accompanied by a Transport Assessment” 

 

Ref:  http://www.tameside.gov.uk/udp 
 

Worse, the developer is now arguing that each 
home proposed for the site will average 0.6 cars 
each. 
 

“The land is no-more contaminated than other 
brownfield sites” 

Not true.  The land was used for over a century 
for industrial battery manufacture.  The site is 
likely to be extremely contaminated with heavy 
metals and will require extensive remediation to 
bring it up to safe standards for residential end 
use. 
 

“…it is anticipated that contamination of the 
ground could be an issue.” 

  

Ref:  http://www.tameside.gov.uk/udp 



 

Extract from the planning condition relating to 
the already approved small scale residential 
element on Edward Street: 
 

“A preliminary risk assessment to determine the 
potential for the site to be contaminated shall 

be undertaken and approved by the Local 
Planning Authority… This shall include an 

assessment to determine the nature and extent 
of any contamination affecting the site and the 

potential for off-site migration.” 
 

Planning reference: 11/00513/OUT 

 

 


