
Hope Cottage, the Bow Garret and William Turner 
 

The purpose of this document is to explore the possibility that a building in the 
garden of a terraced house on Market Street Denton is in fact a late 18th century 
Bow Garret. A Bow Garret is a home workshop that existed before the 
mechanisation of the hatting industry in the 19th century. 
Denton in Greater Manchester was predominately a hatting town, a similar Bow 
Garret stood in the garden of a terraced house on Two Trees Lane, Haughton Green, 
a village on the outskirts of Denton. That Bow Garret was verified by Frank Galvin at 
Stockport Hatting Museum, sadly the Two Trees Bow Garret has now crumbled to its 
foundations. Although it was thought to be the last of its kind, it wasn’t protected by 
listed status. 
Some eight years ago the Member of Parliament for Denton and Reddish Andrew 
Gwynne was returning to his car with a Stockport conservation officer, they had 
been looking at another project. As they crossed the car park the conservation office 
stopped in his tracks and pointed to the odd looking two storey building visible over 
the top of the fence. “Do you know what that is?” he asked and then he informed an 
astonished Mr Gwynne that the building in front of them was in fact a rare remnant 
of the pre mechanisation of the hatting industry a ‘Bow Garret’. Both men then went 
on their way and thought no more about it. 
A few more years went by and Andrew was at a meeting with local councillors and 
Margaret and John Smethurst who by chance are members of Denton Local History 
Society. Speaking about local historical matters he relayed the story of that night to 
them. This led to a rekindling of interest in the building and started a search for in 
formation to verify this building. 
Whilst Jill Cronin undertook a search at the local studies library, Margaret Smethurst 
set about constructing a document trail that told the story of this little brick 
workshop. 
 
 The 1848 Map of Denton shows Hope Cottage in exactly the position of our 

“Bow Garret”. The map shows houses on Stockport Road (then South St) but 
Market Street and any other buildings in that location do not yet exist. 

 
 The 1841 census shows William Turner a hatter living at Hope Cottage 

Address Name Age Occupation Birthplace 

Hope 
Cottage 
South St. 

William Turner 40 
 

Journeyman  
Hatter 

Lancashire 

 Hannah Turner 40  Lancashire 

 Elizabeth Turner 15 Cotton Weaver Lancashire 

 William Turner 09  Lancashire 

 Samuel Turner 03  Lancashire 

 John Mayer 20 J. Hatter Lancashire 

 Mary Mayer 20  Lancashire 

 William Axon 17 Apprentice 
Hatter 

Lancashire 

 



We see from the census above that in 1841 census there were two journeyman 
hatters and an apprentice hatter living at Hope Cottage strongly suggesting this was 
a home and workshop and the two unrelated men were in the employ of William 
Turner. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 The 1851 census finds William Turner in the same location, the name Hope 

Cottage has disappeared but I am confident that it is the same place as the 
same neighbours remain. The previous census page in this set names South 
Street, this is our modern day Stockport Road 

 

Address Name Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

 William Turner Head 53 Hat Ruffer Haughton 

 Hannah Turner Wife 53 Domestic duties Denton 

 William Turner Son 19 Apprentice Denton 

 Samuel Turner Son 12 Apprentice Denton 

 Jonathan 
Howard 

Son-in-law 28 Silk Hat finisher Denton 

 Elizabeth 
Turner Howard 

Daughter 26 Power loom 
weaver 

Denton 

 John Barnes Uncle?  22 Silk Hat finisher Denton 

 
Now we see that Will Turner has taken his sons into the hat trade as apprentices 
again this enforces the view that they are working together in a home workshop. The 
daughter has married Jonathan Howard a silk hat finisher and another name 
appears, John Barnes also silk hat finisher he is described as uncle, I cannot know but 
it seems more likely he is a nephew. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

 The census for 1861 now names the address as South Street, the same 
neighbours are in residence; Catlow, Whitehead, Axon. Interestingly William 
Lees a brewer and Joseph Howard a Silk manufacturer are now living close 
by. Although some neighbours are missing, possibly deceased and the order 
is reversed but I think this is the due to the route the census taker took.  

 

Address Name Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

South St. William Turner Head 65 Hatter Denton 

 Hannah Turner Wife 65  Denton 

 Elizabeth Turner 
Howard  

Daughter/ 
Widow 

37 Hat 
Trimmer 

Denton 

 Samuel Turner Son/Unmarried 22 Hatter Denton 

 
You will notice from this census that daughter Elizabeth is now a widow and son 
William is absent from the household having married and set up his own household. 
The unrelated Hat workers are also absent, this would fit with the mechanisation of 
the hatting industry during the 1850s. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 



 
 The census for 1871 now names the address as 78 Stockport Road; this is the 

modern day name of South Street. Some of the same neighbours remain. 
Including Joseph Howard a retired silk Manufacturer possibly indicating that 
perhaps these houses were better quality. 

 

Address Name Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

78 Stockport Rd. William Turner Head. M 75 Hatter Haughton 

 Hannah Turner Wife. M 75  Denton 

 Alice Turner Daughter 
in Law. 
Widow 

36 Laundress Gorton 

 William H 
Turner 

Grandson 7 Scholar Denton 

 Frank Turner Grandson 4   

 Bridget Alkin Boarder 36 Binder at 
Hat works 

Atherton, 
Staffordshire 

 
Now we notice that son Samuel is not on this census he died in 1868 aged 29 but his 
widow Alice is present with their two sons. Daughter Elizabeth has in died 1866 aged 
41. The family also have a lodger Bridget also a hat worker. 
William and Hannah both died in 1875 aged 78 and are buried within St Lawrence 
churchyard. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Parish registers 

 
 William Turner born 5 March 1796. Baptised 14 Apr 1796 at St Lawrence 

Denton. Father also named William Turner no occupation given. 
 Elizabeth Turner born 16 Aug 1823. Baptised 19 Oct 1823 at St Lawrence 

Denton. Daughter of William and Hannah Turner occupation Hatter. 
 William Turner born 4 Nov 1831. Baptised 22 Jan 1832 at St Lawrence 

Denton. Son of William and Hannah Turner occupation Hatter. 
 Samuel Turner born 1838. Baptised 10 Jun 1838 at Denton. Son of William 

and Hannah Turner no occupation noted. 
 Marriage for Elizabeth Turner 1823 to Jonathan Howard 1821. Marriage Date 

18 Feb 1849 at Manchester Cathedral St Mary, St Denys and St George. 
Father William Turner, Hatter of Denton. 

 Burial for Hannah Turner Denton, St Lawrence 12th Dec 1875 age 78 
 Burial for William Turner Denton, St Lawrence 1st Jan 1875 age 78 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

In 1877 a row of terraced houses ‘Albert terrace’ was built on Market Street a double 
archway was incorporated into the terrace directly in front of our little building, this 
is another indication that the building was a workshop and required access for a 
horse and cart.  



 
 The building is now at the rear of 68 Market Street and we look at the 1881 

census for that dwelling. 
 

 

Address Name Condition Age  Occupation Birthplace 

68 Market 
st. 

Amelia Axon Head/Widow 69  Haughton 

 Robert Cooke Axon Son/ 
Widower 

49 Gold leaf  
Printer 

Haughton 

 Thomas Axon Son/Unmarried 46 Gold leaf  
Printer 

Haughton 

 Martha Axon Daughter 44 Hat 
Trimmer 

Haughton 

 Elizabeth Axon Daughter 38 Hat 
Trimmer 

Haughton 

 William Axon 
Turner 

Grandson 
 

9 Scholar Haughton 

 
Looking at the 1881 census we see that the head of the household is Amelia Axon, 
she is a widow and both her sons are Gold leaf Printers. Daughters Martha and 
Elizabeth are hat trimmers; Amelia has a grandson living with the family, William 
Axon Turner. The name of the child may be significant; the first Hatter in Hope 
cottage was named William Turner, it seems possible little William Axon Turner 
could be a descendant of his. The earlier records show Amelia has three daughters 
and this could be the child of either of them. 
 

~~~~~~~~~ 
 

  Now we move to the 1891 census for 68 Market Street. 
 

Address Name Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

68 Market 
st. 

Thomas Axon Head/Single 56 Master printer Denton 

 Martha Axon Sister/Single 54 Housekeeper Denton 

 Elizabeth Axon Sister/Single 49 Foremistress 
Manufacturing 

Denton 

 William Axon 
Turner 

Nephew/Single 19 Printer Denton 

 
We see in this census that Amelia has died in 1886 and her son Robert Cooke has 
died in 1890, Thomas is now a master printer and the head of the household, 
William A is described as nephew but as Thomas is now head this is correct. His 
occupation is printer; strongly suggesting the building is still a home workshop. 
 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
 



 Now we reach the 1901 census for 68 Market Street  
 
 

Address Name Condition Age Occupation Birthplace 

68 Market 
st. 

Thomas 
Axon 

Head/Single 66 Printer & paper 
dealer 

Denton 

 Martha 
Axon 

Sister/Single 64 Housekeeper Denton 

 William 
Axon Turner 

Relative/Single 29 Printer Denton 

 Mary Jane 
Turner 

Relative/Married 35 Hat Trimmer Denton 

 
William Axon Turner died in 1903 aged 31. Thomas Axon died 1908 aged 73. Martha 
Axon died 1905 aged 68. I cannot as yet find where Mary Jane Turner fits in with this 
family. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
Conclusion 

 
 Maps of early Denton are few, Johnson’s Map of Denton and Haughton 1820 

has little close detail, the 1848 map of Lancashire and Furness was the 
earliest available to me. This map appears to show Hope Cottage on the exact 
location of the supposed Bow Garret. Market Street doesn’t exist nor does 
Stockport Road. Where the existing Georgian town houses now stand on 
Stockport Road there are dwellings on the map that correspond to them.  
As the house of William Turner is on South Street and later this is Stockport 
Road, it seems likely that Hope Cottage was either a town house with the 
building in its grounds or that Hope Cottage was the name given to the 
building and the census taker noted it as South Street because it stood alone 
and the nearest named highway was South Street/Stockport Road. 

 
 I started with a map and a mans name, we have followed William Turner with 

records to verify the story from cradle to his grave and on every document 
his occupation is named as a hatter. In 1841 he was living at Hope Cottage 
and over the decades he operated a home workshop employing other hatters 
and apprentices. The hatting industry started to move into factories during 
the 1850s and we see that although William continued as a hatter until his 
death, at sometime between 1851 and 1861 he ceased to employ unrelated 
workers. 

 
 The Census gives the names of neighbours, this offers us the opportunity to 

explore the surrounding neighbourhood. I have looked at William Turners’ 
neighbours and there are neighbours that appear in more than one decade, 
leading me to believe William and his family stayed in the same dwelling and 
the building was his hatter’s workshop, his ‘Bow Garret’. We also see that 
some of his neighbours appear quite affluent, a brewer and a silk 
manufacturer but most are hatters. 



 
 Now we look at the fabric of our building. The building on Market street has 

two storeys, this is the same as the Haughton Green Bow Garret, the 
windows are Georgian square multi paned sashes twelve panes each window, 
the window headings are identical as is the style of roof, slate tiles and ridge. 
The bricks are hand made probably from a local source. The bricks are older 
in appearance than the ones used in the surrounding dwellings. The upper 
floor has two large windows side by side, these admit much natural light, 
essential for the work of bowing. There is a further window in another face of 
the upper floor. The present owner tells us that when they acquired the 
property there was a very long old oak table under the two windows. The 
stairs are simple open tread wooden ones and the building has a chimney 
with an opening on the ground floor, this may mean that the lower level was 
used as a planking shop. The building is identical in style and building 
materials as the derelict Bow Garret at Two Trees Lane, Haughton Green, 
Denton. Both buildings appear to be contemporary. 

 
 In 1877 a terrace was built between the building and Stockport Road, this 

became Market Street. The terrace would have stopped access to the 
workshop but a double archway was placed in the terrace to allow access for 
a horse and cart, it seems this workshop was important enough to forego the 
space of a house. 

 
 Following the death of William Turner in 1875, after the terrace was built 

1877 and the workshop found a new purpose. 1881 finds Thomas Axon a gold 
leaf printer and family in residence, and living with the family is William Axon 
Turner his grandson. 

 
Verification 

 
On 18th September 2013 Andrew Gwynne MP held a meeting in his office to 
discuss the possibility that the workshop is in fact the last remaining Bow Garret, 
present were Katie Cavanagh from Stockport hatting museum and Frank Gavin, a 
Trustee of the Historic Buildings in Manchester Trust, Frank was responsible for 
identifying the Bow Garret in Haughton Green. Also present were Mrs and Mrs 
Smethurst.  Following discussions we visited the workshop, the owner kindly 
allowed us access. This led to Frank and Katie confirming that in their opinion the 
workshop is indeed a Bow Garret and as far as we know the last of its kind. 

 

Bowing is the old fashioned way of preparing fur. The fur has already been 
removed from the rabbit skins using a knife but it is still dirty, perhaps with small 
bits of skin in it, and it is in clumps.  It needs to be clean and fluffy to felt well: it 
needs bowing. The bowing took place in a workshop called a ‘bow garret’. These 
workshops were often small outbuildings. These home workshops were in use 
from the late 18th century until the mid nineteenth, when mechanisation moved 
the work into larger factories. 
Margaret Smethurst 


